The appropriate use of vaccines in patients with inflammatory bowel disease.
An increasing majority of patients with inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) will be placed on immunosuppressive medications, thus increasing their susceptibility to infections. Although many of these infections are preventable through the use of vaccinations, vaccines seem to be underutilized in IBD patients. This article reviews current immunization guidelines and makes evidence-based recommendations regarding the appropriate use of vaccinations for patients with IBD.